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Fourth Interregional Seminar in Poland

On 20-22 May 2026, partners, regional representatives and stakeholders of the
Gov4Water project gathered in the L6dzkie Region for two days dedicated to
knowledge exchange on water governance and climate adaptation.

Hosted by the Lédzkie Region, the meeting combined an interregional
seminar/study visit and a project meeting.

Participants explored different approaches to water management, from wastewater
treatment and urban stormwater management to nature-based solutions for water
retention and pollution reduction.

The study visit included the Group Wastewater Treatment Plant of the L6dz
Metropolitan Area, the experimental garden of the University of Lédz, where
theSPRINGINESS - Water4All project demonstrates blue-green infrastructure for
urban stormwater management, and the Pilica River catchment, including a
demonstration site of the LIFE+ EKOROB project.

During the interregional seminar and project meeting meeting, partners reviewed
progress on project activities, discussed the transfer of good practices to regional
policy instruments and addressed the administrative and financial priorities for the
fifth semester.

The meeting confirmed the strong potential of the Lodzkie Region's experience in
wastewater and stormwater management, ecohydrology, urban river restoration
and institutional cooperation, providing valuable input for the next phases of
Gov4Water.


https://www.water4all-partnership.eu/project/springiness?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/life/publicWebsite/project/LIFE08-ENV-PL-000519/ecotones-for-reducing-diffusion-pollution?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail

Exploring nature-based approaches to water management

Back-to-back the 4th Interregional seminar, L.édzkie Region organised a Staff
Exchange session as part of the learning process to improve the Partners policy.
Staff exchange focused on the Good practices selected and submitted by the
partner:

in the Sokotowka River valley, the City of £6dZ presented its long-term experience
in the revitalisation and nature-oriented development of the watercourse, together
with the stormwater pre-treatment plant on Lisciasta Street.

Participants also visited Local Water Partnerships and explored biofiltration
solutions developed by the European Regional Centre for Ecohydrology of the
Polish Academy of Sciences. These examples demonstrated how nature-based
solutions, ecological restoration and cooperation between institutions can
contribute to better water management at local level.

The Staff Exchange provided partners with an opportunity to discuss how these
approaches could be adapted to different regional contexts. The knowledge and
experiences gathered during the visit will contribute to the ongoing process of
identifying and transferring good practices within Gov4Water, supporting the
improvement of regional policy instruments.

Fifth Interregional Seminar & Study Visit in Estonia

On 7-8 October 2026, Gov4Water partners will meet in Tallinn, Estonia, hosted by
the Ministry of Climate, for the project's 5th Interregional Seminar and Study
Visit.

The meeting will mark the closure of the project's Core phase and the transition to
the Follow-up phase. Partners will review project progress and policy improvements
achieved so far, while exchanging experiences with stakeholders.

The study visit will focus on nature-based solutions for stormwater management,
showcasing innovative approaches in Viimsi Municipality and Tallinn, including
stormwater treatment systems, educational parks, filtration solutions and urban
green water-management measures.

The event will provide an opportunity to exchange knowledge on nature-based
water management and prepare for the project's final phases.



New EU rules strenghtening the protection of Europe’s surface and groundwater
entered into force on 11 May 2026. The revised legislation updates the lists of
pollutants covered by EU water legislation and introduces stricter monitoring and
controls for substances including PFAS, pesticides and other harmful chemicals.
The new rules amend the Water Framework Directive, the Environmental Quality
Standards Directive and the Groundwater Directive, contributing to the EU's
objectives on water resilience and zero pollution.

Member States will have until December 2027 to transpose the new requirements
into national legislation.

Water and circular economy

On 18 June 2026, the European Commission brought together key European
stakeholders for a high-level roundtable on "Water and Circular Economy".
Representatives from industry, water utilities, research institutions, civil society and
EU-level organisations discussed how water efficiency, resource recovery and
circular approaches can contribute to a more water-smart and resource-efficient
European economy.

The roundtable supported the objectives of the EU Water Resilience Strategy and
highlighted the strategic role of water in strengthening Europe's resilience,
competitiveness and resource efficiency.



https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/stricter-rules-protecting-water-eu-enter-force-2026-05-11_en?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/news/high-level-roundtable-water-and-circular-economy-brings-together-key-european-stakeholders-2026-06-18_en?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail

Using data to support water governance and drought
resilience

The Interreg Europe project RIWET - River Wetland Governance presents an
approach developed in Latvia to strengthen the management of groundwater
resources in the face of drought: a groundwater vulnerability map combining
climatic and hydrological data with machine-learning techniques. The tool can
support more informed decisions on monitoring and water management.

By turning data into actionable knowledge the approach highlights how better
access to information and innovative analytical tools can contribute to more
effective and climate-resilient water governance.

Read more
EURegionsWeek 2026

The 2006 edition of the European Week of Regions and Cities will take place from
12 to 14 October in Brussels.

Under the motto Strong regions, strong Europe, will bring together stakeholders from
cities and regions across Europe. They will showcase their capacity to create growth
and jobs, implement European Union Cohesion policy, and prove the importance of
the local and regional level for good European governance.

On 12 October 2026, the four interregional Interreg programmes - Interreg Europe,
Interact, URBACT and ESPON - come together for a side event to look ahead to the
next programming period.

If you represent a regional or local authority, if you are a project partner, a
researcher, or someone working on territorial development and EU cohesion policy
you can join to know what comes after 2027 for Interregional Cooperation.

Registration open
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https://eu-regions-week.europa.eu/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/riwet/news-and-events/news/smart-steps-towards-groundwater-resilience-in-latvia?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail
https://www.interregeurope.eu/riwet?https://www.climatealliance.it?utm_source=mailup&utm_medium=eClimail&utm_campaign=3rd.eClimail
https://g1d9a.emailsp.com/frontend/confirmoptout/0/9/36059/4905608c-7b63-4a77-9826-e54c8ed917a0/365
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